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What is 
Gerrymandering?  
Why YOU Should 

Care!

In a democracy, voters choose their legislators;
legislators don’t choose their voters!



The Original Gerrymander
• In 1812, Massachusetts Governor 

Elbridge Gerry backed a redistricting 
plan favoring his party, with one district 
so convoluted that it looked like a 
salamander.

• The practice of manipulating electoral 
maps for political gain/advantage has 
since been called gerrymandering.

BOTH MAJOR POLITICAL PARTIES ARE EQUAL 
OFFENDERS!

THIS IS A NONPARTISAN ISSUE!



The Connection Between the Census, 
Redistricting, and Gerrymandering

U.S. 
Census

Count 
taken 
every 10 
years

Redistricting

U.S. Constitution
Article 1, Section 2

435 House of 
Representative seats 
determined by state 
population

State Map 
Drawing

Done by state 
employees in past or 
independent 
commissions

Only needs legislative 
approval

Gerrymandering
• Cracking
• Packing

UNFAIR MAPS; 
LOSS OF VOTER 
REPRESENTATION



Recent History of Redistricting in Wisconsin



Cracking:  Scattering opposition into districts where they have no chance in winning



Packing:  Putting as many of the opposing party’s supporters into as few districts as possible so 

the opposing part will win those districts, but they can’t win the majority



Creation of Fair Maps by 
NonPartisan Commissions in 

Other States



CHANGES IN WISCONSIN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS

Prior to 2011

Current



Impact of 
Gerrymandering 
in Wisconsin 





Gerrymandering Leads to Voter Suppression By:

•Decreasing competition- fewer individuals elect to run for office because they know they can’t 
win

•Elected representatives are not unaccountable to their constituents as they do not worry about 
being re-elected; less constituent feedback as constituents lose confidence in their voice being 
heard and listened to

•Increasing  depravement (corruption) of elected representatives as they do not worry about 
doing what is moral/right/good

•Decreasing engagement, collaboration, and sharing because districts are so divided

•Decisions made are not in best interest of communities or constituents, constituents are 
disempowered, and the desires of the people are misrepresented





www.fairmapswi.com



In a democracy, voters choose their legislators;

legislators don’t choose their voters!

govstatus.egov.com/peoplesmaps



What Can YOU Do?
Better Educate Yourself on the Issue of Fair Maps

a. The People’s Map Commission
b. Wisconsin Fair Maps Coalition 
c. We the Irrelevant  (Sheila Plotkin)
d. League of Women Voters of Wisconsin
e. My Vote Wisconsin

Advocate for Fair Maps
a. Talk about this issue with friends and family, share links on social media
b. Contact your local legislators and insist they support fair maps 
c. Support passage any bills which will establish a model for independent redistricting  
d. Hold a community event to educate others on gerrymandering and the harmful impact on 
democracy; use the documentary Can You Hear Us Now?, along with the work of Sheila Plotkin as 
discussion tools 

In a democracy, voters choose their legislators;
legislators don’t choose their voters!


